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Year 1 - Autumn Term 

Artist focus Leonardo Da Vinci: Self-Portrait 

 

National Curriculum Objective To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using line. 
 
 
To learn about the work of a range of artists describing 
the differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to their own 
work. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Leonardo Da vinci was born in Italy: 15 April 1452 
and died aged 67 on the  2 May 1519 

He was an artist, scientist and inventor who lived in 
Italy. 

 
Famous works:  
Portrait of a Man in Red  
Mona Lisa. This is his most famous painting and is 
on display in the Louvre museum in France and is 
the most visited painting of all time. 

He lived in the Renaissance period where there was 
a lot of change. 

He was considered to be one of the most intelligent 
people of all time.  

Sketch Book  

- Information on the artist  
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)  
- Final piece  
- Evaluation  - Similarities and differences between their work and his  

Key Skills 

Drawing:  
- Tools ï Pencil and red chalk and being to control types of marks made 
- Lines to investigate different types  
- Explore different textures  
- Encourage accurate drawing of people  
- Flat drawing  
- Observe anatomy (eg, face and limbs)  

A Man in Red Chalk 
1510 



 

Key Vocabulary 

Artwork Work created by an artist 

Tools Something to help you perform a task  

Techniques A way of carrying out a task 

Previous Examples 

 

 

 

Year 1 - Spring Term 

Artist Focus Eva Rothschild: Sculpture 
 

National Curriculum Objective To use a range of materials creatively to design and 
make products.  
 
To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and 
share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 
 
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using, pattern. 
 
To learn about the work of a range of designers 
describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work. 

Challenge To create a photographic portfolio of 3D art that responds 
to an abstract theme - compassion linked to the nurses 
studied.  
 

Knowledge Nuggets 
 

Eva Rothschild was born in Dublin in 1972. Eva Rothschild is a sculptor who uses different materials 
such as steel, concrete, fibreglass, leather, polystyrene, 
wood and paper. 



 

She is famous for her Cold corners sculpture, which is 
made up of 26 triangles which visitors walk through. 

Her works range from being very small to monumental. 

Key Skills 

Form 3D Work:  
- Use tools and equipment safely and in the correct way 
- Using modeling media ï Clay https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zs62v4j   
- Manipulate malleable materials in a variety of ways including: pinching, rolling, scoring, smoothing, cutting 

and carving.  
- Shape and model materials for a purpose, e.g. pot, tile from observation and imagination 

 
Pattern:  

- Awareness of pattern  
- Repeating patterns  
- Imprint  
- Symmetry 

Sketch Books 

 
ǒ Information on the artist  
ǒ Sketches of real sculptures 
ǒ Planning of sculpture to be created 
ǒ Photographic record of  process (skills learnt) and final product ï Per child  
ǒ Response to own and othersô art - describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Key Vocabulary 

Sculpture  The art of making two- or three-dimensional 
representative or abstract forms. 

materials The matter from which a thing is made 

sculptor Someone who creates art using objects 

design A drawing which plans how something will be made 
or constructed 

pinching Gripping something tightly between finger and 
thumb 

rolling Moving by turning over 

pattern A repeated decorative design 

imprint Make an impression or mark 



 

scoring To cut or scratch a notch or line 

smoothing to give something a flat appearance  

carving cut a hard material to produce an object/design 

symmetry exactly the same parts facing each other 

Previous Examples 

Planning of sculpture Skills evidence sheet and individual pictures of process and final 
product.  

 

 

Year 1 - Summer Term 

Artist focus Claude Monet ï Landscapes 

 

National Curriculum objective To use drawing and painting to develop and share their 
ideas, experiences and imagination. 
  
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using colour, line, shape, form and space  
 
To learn about the work of a range of artists describing 
the differences and similarities between different practices 
and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Monet was born in Paris,France 1840 and died in 1926. 
He was an impressionist. 

Monet often painted the same scene many times to 
capture the changing light and seasons. 



 

He is famous for his paintings named 
ǒ Lavacourt under snow 
ǒ Springtime 
ǒ Autumn effect at Argenteuil 
ǒ La Falaise a Fecamp 

When living in France, he spent many hours painting the 
water lilies and bridge in a series of paintings. These are 
displayed in a special curved gallery in Paris. 

Key Vocabulary 

Impressionist Painters who did not want to paint what they could see 
but their version (or impression of it) 

Exhibition A display or demonstration of a particular skill. 

Primary Colours Any of a group of colours from which all other colours can 
be obtained by mixing. 

Secondary Colours A colour resulting from the mixing of two primary colours. 

Colour mixing Colors made by mixing two of the three primary colors in 
equal amounts. 

Shading  Darken paint by adding black 

Tinting  Lighten a paint by adding white 

Landscape An area of land as you can see it 

 

 

 
               A Bridge Over Water Lilies                                   A Bridge Over Water Lilies ï Autumn theme  

Key Skills ï Landscape & watercolours 

 
Colour 

- Name all of the colours ï Primary and secondary  



 

- Mix primary colours to make secondary colours  
- Find collections of colour  
- Applying colour with a range of tools  
- Lightening and darkening without the use of black and white (using water with watercolours to lighten)  

 

Sketch Books  

- Information on the artist  
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)   
- Show the progression of skills when learning colour. 
- Final piece  
- Evaluation  - Similarities and differences between their work and his 

Pervious Examples 

Skills - Lightening and darkening                 Skills ï Colour Mixing  
watercolours                                                 Final piece: Changing to autumn scene  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Year 2 - Autumn Term 

Artist focus Ken Done - landmarks and landscapes 

 

National Curriculum objective To use drawing to develop and share their experiences 
and imagination  
 
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using colour, texture line, shape, form and space  
 
To learn about the work of a range of artists describing 
the differences and similarities between different practices 
and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Ken Done was born in Australia in 1940. The Harbour Bridge and The Sydney Opera house (found 
in Australia) are central features of his paintings. 

His first solo exhibition was in 1980 in the Holdsworth 
Gallery. 

His paintings focus on paint, light and abstract form. 

Sketch of Tower Bridge by Ken Done (super-imposed onto blurred photograph of London) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zjyr87h 

Sketch Books 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zjyr87h


 

- Information on the artist  
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills) ï Drawing 3D shapes and texture using oil 

pastels.   
- Show the progression of skills when learning colour. 
- Final piece  

Evaluation  - Similarities and differences between their work and his including practices and disciplines 

Key Skills 

Drawing:  
- Observe and draw landmarks (could carry out during school trip to London)  
- Explore different textures (water/stone/brick ï pencil and oil pastels  
- Extend variety of tools/surfaces  
- Sketch to make quick records  
- Investigate tone by drawing light/dark lines  
- Name, match and draw lines/marks from observations.  
- Draw in a 3D perspective  

 
Colour:  

- An imaginative use of colour   
 
Texture:  

- Oil pastels ï Layering and creating different textures  
 

Key Vocabulary 

Observation  Drawing or painting from life 

perspective the art of representing three-dimensional objects on 
a two-dimensional surface so as to give the right 

impression of their height, width, depth, and 
position in relation to each other. 

tone the strength of a colour 

textures The feel, appearance, or consistency of a surface 
or a substance 

landmark An object or feature of a landscape or town that is 
easily seen and recognized from a distance, 

especially one that enables someone to establish 
their location. 

Previous Examples  



 

 

 

 

Year 2 - Spring Term 

Artist focus Romero Britto ï Pop Art  

 

National Curriculum objective To use drawing and painting develop and share their 
ideas and imagination. 
 
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using colour, pattern and shape 
 
To learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers 
and designers, describing the differences and similarities 
between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Romero Britto was born in Brazil in 1963  
He is a pop artist who uses objects, simple patterns and 
bold, vivid colours in his work. 

He is famous for his works: 
ǒ Britto Garden 

Oil pastel texturing and 

skills example  Similarities and 

differences between their 

work and his including 

practices and disciplines 



 

Famous quotes óArt is too important not to shareô ǒ Family Tree 
ǒ Story Teller 
ǒ Minnieôs new day 

He is actively involved in campaigning to protect the 
Brazilian Rainforest 

Key Vocabulary 

Pop art Art based on bold, simple everyday images 

Shades Darken paint by adding black 

Tint Lighten a paint by adding white 

pattern A repeated decorative design 

bold A striking colour, design or shape 

vivid An intensely deep or bright colour 

Tertiary colours 
 A colour produced by an equal mixture of a primary colour 

with a secondary colour adjacent to it on the colour wheel 

or a colour produced by mixing two secondary colours 

Key Skills 

Drawing:  
- Use a brush to produce marks appropriate to work. E.g. small brush for small marks. 

 
Colour: 

- Shades ï darkening paint by adding black  
- Tint ï lightening paint by adding white  
- Third colours ï mixing primary and secondary 

 
Pattern:  

- Discussing the difference between regular and irregular patterning 
- Irregular patterning is the focus for this piece of artwork  
- Patterning using simple everyday objects.  

Sketch Books 

- Information on the artist  
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)  
- Show the progression of skills when learning colour and pattern 



 

- Final piece  
- Evaluation  - Similarities and differences between their work and his Similarities and differences between their 

work and his including practices and disciplines. 
 

Previous Examples 

                                Final Piece  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Year 3 - Autumn Term 

Artist focus N/A 

National Curriculum objective To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas. 
 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques 
including drawing and painting  
 
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using drawing, colour, and texture.  
 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Most cave paintings were of animals or hunters. A cave could be full of many paintings by many different 
painters 

They used natural colours from mineral pigments. Some of the most impressive cave paintings have only 
been discovered in the last 100 years. They could be 
many more undiscovered that we donôt know abouté. 
yet! 

In 1940 children discovered a cave painting in the 
Lascaux cave in France. 

 

Stone Age art  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Develop understanding of the use of Stone Age Art (cave paintings) 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/stone-age/cave-painting/ 
 
 

Stonehenge Silhouette Art (new this year)  
 
 
 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/stone-age/cave-painting/


 

Sketch Books 

Cave Paintings 
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills) 
- progression of skills when learning - Drawing using different types of brushes, texture (paint) and color  
- Final piece on sandpaper to replicate the rough surface of the stone.  
- Evaluation  - Similarities and differences between their work and his Similarities and differences between their 

work and his including practices and disciplines. 

Key Skills 

Drawing  
- Initial sketches as preparation for painting (using skills from KS1) 
- Drawing of animals (cave painting)  
- Understanding of negative and positive places  
- Introduce different types of brushes  

 
Colour  

- Blocking in colour  
- Colour dotting and splashing  
- Mix colour shades and tone with increasing confidence 
- Tint with white  
- Begin to explore complementary colours 

 
Texture  
Confidently create different effects and textures with paint according to what they need for the task,  

- Thickened paint  to create textural effects ï glue, sand and flour 
- Cave paintings created on sand paper 

Key Vocabulary 

Shade  Shade is a mixture with black, which increases darkness. 

Tone A tone is produced either by mixing a color with grey, or 
by both tinting and shading. 

Colour Blocking  Colour-blocking is thought of as the exploration of 
taking colours that are opposites on the colour wheel and 

pairing them together to make interesting and 
complementary colour combinations. 

pigment the natural colours found in animal, mineral or  plant 
tissue 

speleology The scientific study of caves 

speleologists Someone who studies caves 

Previous Examples  

 

 



 

 

 

 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11520280/Worlds-biggest-replica-

of-cave-paintings-to-open-in-southern-France.html 

 

 

Year 3 - Spring Term 

Artist focus William Morris ï Repeating Patterns  

 

National Curriculum objective To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas  
 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, colour, and printing.  
 
To learn about great artists in history. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

William Morris was born in 1834 and died in 1896  Morris was one of the most influential designers of the 
19th century. Work included wallpaper design and print, 
furniture, stained glass windows, tiles and tapestries. 

He was married to Jane Burden in 1859. Soon after they 
were married, they began work on the Red House in 
Bexleyheath. Together, they designed all the interior and 
decoration themselves 

He trained as an architect at Oxford university 

His wallpaper designs originated because he was unable 
to find any he liked enough to use in his own home. 

Famous quote: óHave nothing in your house that you do 
not know to be useful, or believe to be beautiful.ô 

Key Vocabulary 

architect A person who designs buildings and in many cases 
also supervises their construction. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11520280/Worlds-biggest-replica-of-cave-paintings-to-open-in-southern-France.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11520280/Worlds-biggest-replica-of-cave-paintings-to-open-in-southern-France.html


 

influential Having great influence on someone or something 

interior design The art or process of designing the interior 
decoration of a room or building 

domestic furnishings Moveable articles in a room 

repeated patterns A design which repeats 

Colour Wheel  A circle with different coloured sectors used to show the 
relationship between colours. 

Texture  The feel, appearance, or consistency of a surface or 
a substance. 

harmonious Forming a pleasing or consistent blend of things 
which go well together 

floral Decorated with flowers 

A good example of pattern as repetition ï Printed and flower pressing  

Given a small, enlarged segment of a William Morris design, children to explore extending and developing the design  
Sketches of leaves, vines and flowers   
 
 

 

Sketch Books 

- Information on the artist  
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)  
- Show the progression of skills when learning - printing 
- Final piece  
- Evaluation  - Similarities and differences between their work and his Similarities and differences between their 

work and his including practices and disciplines. 
 

Key Skills 

Colour  
- Exploration of harmonious colours (colours that are found side-by-side on the colour wheel - blues and 

purples, oranges and reds) 
 



 

Texture  
- Tiles for printing  
- Real life flowers and leaves for layering and repeating pattern (spray with acrylic)  

 
Printing 

- Create own prints ï children to design (draw) and the transfer designs to tiles for printing  
 
Patterns 

- Pattern as repetition 
- Floral and natural patterns ï more detailed patterns which is a progression form Year 2 Pop Art.   

Previous Examples  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 4 - Spring Term 

Artist focus Architects through time 

  
 

National Curriculum objective To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas  
 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, colour, and texture.  
 
To learnt about great architects in history. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Architects design buildings and make important decisions 
about how the building will look and how it will be 
constructed 

Sir Christopher Wren was born in England in 1632. He 
studied at Oxford University and is famous for designing 
St Paulôs Cathedral in London. 

Antonio Gaudi was born in Spain in 1852. He studied at 
the New School of Architecture and is famous for 
designing the Sagrada Família Church in Barcelona  

Zaha Hadid was born in Iraq in 1950. She was the first 
woman to win the Royal Institute of British Architectsô 
(RIBA) Gold Medal and is famous for designing The 
London Aquatics Centre. 

Key Vocabulary 

Renaissance Architecture Renaissance architecture is built in the style of the 
Ancient Greeks and Romans but altered to fit the lifestyle 
of the people of the time 

Art Deco Architecture This style is seen to represent glamour and modernity. Art 
Deco was a reaction to the austerity of World War I. 

3D 3D art is perceived to have height, width and depth 

Perspective Perspective is an art technique for creating an illusion of 
three-dimensions (depth and space) on a two-
dimensional (flat) surface 

Texture  The feel, appearance, or consistency of a surface or 
a substance. 

Upscaling  The action of increasing the size. 

Scale Scale refers to the size of an object (a whole) in 

relationship to another object (another whole).



 

 

Foreground  The noun foreground was first used specifically for 

talking about painting, and it came from fore, "before" or 
"in front," and ground, or "foundation." 

Background  The part of a picture, scene, or design that forms a setting 
for the main figures or objects, or appears furthest from 

the viewer. 

Sketch Books 
 

- Information on the architect.  
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)  
- Show the progression of skills when learning ï drawing, colour and texture. 
- Final piece  
- Evaluation  - Discuss and review own and others work, expressing thoughts and feelings, and identify 

modifications/ changes and see how they can be developed further.  
 

Key Skills 

Drawing  
- Perspective and scale  
- Upscaling  
- Different pencil techniques ï 3rd dimension  

 
Texture 

- Patterns using different grades of pencil, tone and shading.  
- Just pencil forefront with a background using washes to show time and point of day.  

 

Previous Examples 

 

 

 
 

Year 4 - Summer Term 

Art focus Vincent Van Gogh 
 



 

 
Create a piece of art that uses techniques learned from 

real artists 

National Curriculum objective To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas  
 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, colour, and texture.  
 
To learn about great artists in history. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Vincent Van Gogh was born in the Netherlands in1853 
and died in 1890. 

He painted portraits and landscapes through the 
medium of watercolour and oil paints. 

His first painting was called the potato eaters in 1885! 
Additionally his famous sunflowers painting was in  

1888 and starry night in 1889 

He was famous for using bright colours and bold brush 
strokes. He painted in a style called post impressionism.  

 

Wheat Field with Cypresses, by Vincent Van Gogh  

 

Sketch Books 
Outcomes 

-  Information on the artist. 
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)  
- Show the progression of skills when learning ï drawing, colour and texture. 
- Final piece of a landscape (possible link to fields and river study) 
- Evaluation  - Discuss and review own and others work, expressing thoughts and feelings, and identify 

modifications/ changes and see how they can be developed further.  
 

Key Skills 



 

Drawing:  
- Identify and draw the effect of light  
- Scale and proportion  
- Develop the painting from a drawing 

 
Colour: 

- Blocking in colour and to show shadow  
- Observe colours  
- Use colours to affect mood  
- To show tint and shade (light and dark)  
- To show understanding of contrasting colours  
- Mix colours shades and tones ï chn to take control of choices  

 
Texture  

- Washes ï Thickening paint  

Key Vocabulary 

Blocking Colour  Colour-blocking is thought of as the exploration of 
taking colors that are opposites on the color wheel and 

pairing them together to make interesting and 
complementary color combinations.  

portatits a painting of a person 

landscapes a painting showing a view of natural scenery like the 
countryside 

Washes  A wash is a term for a visual arts technique resulting in 
a semi-transparent layer of colour. 

Tint  Adding white to make paint lighter  

Shade  Adding black to make paint darker  

Contrasting Colours  Colors from opposing segments of the color wheel. 

watercolours a type of paint which is used with water to give 
transparent colour 

post impressionism the work of some famous artists who use bright colours 
and symbols to show emotions in their artwork 

impressionism a style of painting using dabs of colour with visible 
brush strokes 

Scale  Scale refers to the size of an object (a whole) in 
relationship to another object (another whole). 

 



 

Proportion  Proportion refers to the relative size of parts of a whole 
(elements within an object). 

 

Previous Examples  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 - Autumn Term 

Artist focus 

 

National Curriculum objective To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas  
 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, colour, and texture.  
 
To learn about great artists in history. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

Georges Seurat was born in 1859 in Paris, France. He developed the technique of Pointillism. This is a style 
that describes the way in which paint is put on canvas as 
tiny dots put together, causing the human eye to blend 
the colours together as an image when seen from a 
distance. He used the science of optics in this new style.  

In 1888 he painted one of his most famous paintings 
called Bathers in Asnieres which shows bathers relaxing 
by the River Seine. Initially, it was rejected from the 
official French art exhibition, so he set up a group with 
some of his artist friends called Societe des Artistes 
Independants. 

In 1884 Seurat began work on a 6.10x10.1ft painting 
called Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande 
Jatte. It took him two years to complete and he kept it a 
secret from everyone. He would go to the riverbank each 
morning to make sketches and return to his studio in the 
afternoon to continue painting the pointillist masterpiece. 

A Sunday on La Grande Jatte, by Georges Seurat 

 

Sketch Books 
 

Georges Seurat - 

Pointillism 



 

- Information on the artist. 
- Start to record simple media explorations in a sketchbook (skills)  
- Show the progression of skills when learning ï drawing, colour and texture. 
- Final piece  
- Evaluation  - Discuss and review own and others work, expressing thoughts and feelings, and identify 

modifications/ changes and see how they can be developed further.  
 

Key Skills 

Drawing  
- Drawing techniques for different purpose ï line, tone, pattern and texture  
- Drawing techniques for different purpose ï shading and hatching  
- Tonal contrast  
- Scene involving the drawing of both people and landscape  
- Identify and draw the effect of light  
- Scale and proportion  
- Develop the painting from a drawing 
- Work in a sustained and independent way to create a detailed drawing 
- Perspective  

 
Colour  

- Blocking in colour and to show shadow (progression from just colour blacking in Y3) 
- Observe colours  
- Colours to effect mood  
- Tint and shade (light and dark) within painting to show understanding of complimentary and contrasting 

colours.  
- Mix colours, shades and tones with children taking control for choices. 
- A pointillism painting of a scene involving people   

 
Texture  

- Washes ï thickening paint  

Key Vocabulary 

Pointillism  Is a technique of painting in which small, distinct dots of 
colour are applied in patterns to form an image.  

Tonal Contrast  Tonal contrast is created when light tones and dark tones 
lie alongside each other. 

optics The scientific study of sight  

masterpiece a work of outstanding artistry, skill, or workmanship 

Previous Examples  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 - Spring Term 

Artist  focus David Hockney ï Landscape with scale and proportion  

 

National Curriculum objective To create sketch books to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas  
 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, colour and pattern.  
 
To learn about great artists in history. 

Knowledge Nuggets 

David Hockney was born in 1937 in Bradford, England. He contributed to the pop art movement in the 1960ôs and 
in 2011 was voted to be the most influential pop artist out 
of 100 nominees. 

In the 1960ôs he moved to Los angeles where he painted 
pictures of swimming pools and paid particular attention 

to how the light fragmented upon the surface of the water. 

Although he initially began painting with oil paints, he 
moved onto acrylics to create a smooth bold sheen to the 
painting. 

Famous Quoteò Enjoyment of the landscape is a thrillò  

Key Vocabulary 

Composition The placement or arrangement of visual elements 

 Horizon The horizon line art theory is a horizontal line that runs 
across the paper or canvas to represent the viewer's eye 
level, or delineate where the sky meets the ground. 

 Birdseye view A bird's-eye view is an elevated view of an object from 
above. 

Pop art Art based on modern popular culture and the mass 
media. 

fragmented broken up 

A good example of Landscape artwork 


